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sketchy definition oi insanity, saying that he often was unable to
draw an exact line between the sane and the insane. He said it
was largely a matter of personal adjustment and degree: how well
one was able to meet his problems, respond to logical reasoning,
conduct himself becomingly to his environment and station in life.
As an example he said a man habitually relieving himself in the
street in San Antonio would probably land in jail or an asylum,
but might be unnoticed in France or Italy.
Aside from injuries, he believed derangements of the mind most
often derived from degenerative diseases of the body, among
which he placed alcoholic and other intoxications first, with
syphilis and senility contesting for second place. He thought some
inherited or acquired constitutional defect was present in most of
them, although it could not always be found.